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of the southern one, the meaning of the exile in Jehovah's education of his 
people, the special task of the restored community, and the wrong paths into 
which Judaism wandered during the centuries immediately preceding the 
Christian era are the points to which attention is mainly directed. Space 
admits of only one quotation out of a large number of tempting passages : 
" Had Christ come in the sixth century he would have been misunderstood 
and his work would have ended in failure. All would have rejected him 
with perhaps the sole exception of the one who entered most deeply in 
anticipation into his character and work, the prophet of Isaiah 41-53, and 61. 
As at the present day the gospel produces no fruit in the life of the individual 
where the law has not previously done its work, so also in the life of the 
people of revelation the law must exert its full influence before Christ could 
be welcomed as a Saviour." 

The last and longest portion, in which the theology of the Old Testament 
is dissected into its component parts, is not less interesting and fruitful. 
There is perhaps a little want of clearness in tome places, for instance in the 
discussion of the first sin and in the chapter on angels, but in the main the 
treatment is admirable. There are indeed details which are open to ques- 
tion, but the accuracy of the representation as a whole (from Dillmann's point 
of view) will be generally admitted. 

The erudition displayed throughout the work is worthy of the author's 
standing. If a criticism may be hazarded, Assyriology has hardly received 
sufficient attention. No notice, for example, is taken of the curious parallel 
in some of the Tel-el-Amarna tablets to the use of Elohim in the Hebrew 
Bible. Still this is a small drawback. The book is wonderfully learned, 
thoughtful, and devout, and will heighten Dillmann's reputation as a Christian 
and a theologian without lowering it as a scholar. 

W. Taylor Smith. 



The Wise Men of Ancient Israel and their Proverbs. By Charles Foster 
Kent, Brown University. Boston: Silver, Burdette & Co., 1895. Pp. 
208. 8vo. Cloth, $1.00. 

Of the three divisions of Old Testament literature, that of the Sages is 
probably least known and least appreciated. At the same time it is true that 
in most respects the literature of the Sages is of more practical value today 
than any other portion of the Old Testament. A large amount of this lack of 
appreciation is due to the fact that this literature has not been made to stand 
out by itself. What is true of the Sage literature in general is especially 
true of the book of Proverbs. ^JWhile some may find pleasure in reading the 
book, the majority of readers care nothing for it, because it is deficient in 
scientific arrangement, or, if one may say it, in order of any kind. A real serv- 
ice of high character has been performed by Professor Kent in his effort to 
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classify the material of the book. The seven canons adopted in the work of 
classification (see preface, 4, 5) are correct. Exception can be taken to no 
one of them. At the same time, it is probable that no two authors, on the 
basis of these rules, would reach the same classification. The book consists 
of three parts. The first under the head of Introductory Studies, discusses 
the Hebrew Wise Men ; the Different Types of Wisdom Literature ; Proverbs 
and Proverb Making ; the Book of Proverbs. A large amount of valuable 
material for the ordinary reader will be found in the seventy-three pages of 
the introduction. Nowhere, within the same compass, will there be found a 
more readable statement upon the topics named. 

There follows in Part II a classification of proverbs. This includes the 
rearrangement of the material of the book under the following heads: (1) 
General Introduction commending Wisdom, (2) Man, (3) The Duties of Man, 
(4) The Rewards of Human Conduct, (5) God, (6) Doctrinal Proverbs, (7) 
Numerical Enigmas. 

Part III includes two supplementary studies, both of which are exceed- 
ingly suggestive. Social Teachings of the Book of Proverbs, in which the 
author attempts to point out the social condition of Israel as reflected in the 
proverbs and the Sages' ideas of the duties of man in society ; Use by fesus 
of the Book of Proverbs, the material of which will be comparatively new to 
most readers, although it has been treated, as Dr. Kent himself acknowledges 
in his preface, by Rev. R. F. Horton in the Expositor of 1888. The kingdom 
of Christ being reared upon the foundations already existing in the Old Tes- 
tament, it would be strange indeed if Jesus had not been familiar with the 
wisdom of the Hebrew Sages and especially " with the great repository of 
crystallized experience, the book of Proverbs." His identification of himself with 
personified wisdom, and his constant reference in this connection to passages 
in the Proverbs, shows not only familiarity with the book, but a connection 
between his mind and the thought of Hebrew wisdom, as well as with the 
thought of Hebrew prophecy. Quotations in the New Testament from Prov- 
erbs are frequent, and in many cases the thought of the New Testament is 
but a reproduction in other language of the thought of a passage in Proverbs. 
" The present investigation corroborates the great and important fact, which 
is so often overlooked, that the Old and New Testaments are a unit, indivisi- 
ble, each recording parts of the same great divine plan. It has also demon- 
strated that Christianity is founded not alone upon the work of the priests and 
prophets. A very large and important portion of that foundation was laid by 
those quiet workers of ancient Israel, the wise. In seven out of the eight 
beatitudes Jesus fulfilled — that is, brought to perfect fruition — the germ of 
truth contained in the Proverbs. More than half of the teachings preserved 
in the Sermon on the Mount bear on their face the indications of their genetic 
relationship to the earlier wisdom. Many of the most familiar gospel parables 
represent the expansion of an idea or figure first presented in some antique 
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saying of the Sages. On more than one occasion the Master found in the 
portrayal of personified wisdom language with which to describe his own 
nature. In almost every recorded address, he indicated his acquaintance 
with and high esteem for the truths treasured up in the storehouse of his 
nation's experience." 

We do not hesitate to say that the student of the Bible will find the book 
of Proverbs a far more interesting and profitable book if read according to 
the classification suggested. We should probably modify in many cases the 
arrangement given ; for example, the distinctions indicated on pages 76 and 
77 in the description of wisdom are not strictly logical or justified in every 
case by the thought ; but the modifications would be only in detail. The 
plan as a whole has been admirably executed. Three general suggestions 
may be made: (1) The publication somewhere of the best literature upon 
the subject. This would not have occupied much space and would have been 
very valuable to many. (2) Footnotes giving in a word the interpretation of 
doubtful passages. This might have been accomplished without materially 
increasing the size of the book. (3) Even in a book of this character, based 
upon the Revised Version, it would have been wise in many instances either 
to have changed the Revised Version, calling attention to the fact, or to have 
suggested an alternative rendering in the margin. The book will do much to 
remove a widespread ignorance of the work of the Hebrew Sages. 

W. R. H. 



Aus Jechiel Lichtenstein's Hebraeischen Kommentar zum Neuen Testament. 
Von einem seiner Schiiler. Verlag der Akademischen Buchhandlung. 
W. Faber, Leipzig, 1895. 46 pp. octavo. Price 40 pfennige. 

This insignificant looking tract, which is No. 43 of the publications of 
the Institutum Judaicum of Leipsic, consists of an interesting introduction 
and eight specimens in German of a Hebrew commentary on the whole of 
the New Testament by an accomplished Jewish scholar who represents for 
modern times the Ebionitism of the early centuries. Three of these speci- 
mens (Nos. 1, 2 and 8) deal with the genealogies in Matthew and Luke in 
a curious but suggestive fashion. The most interesting note (No. 7) refers 
to the vexed question of the day of the last supper. The writer assumes 
that it was the thirteenth of Nisan, and endeavors to account for the choice 
of that day from the Talmud. Students will be glad to know that a German 
translation of the commentary is in progress. Its methods, it is true, diverge 
widely from those of modern exegesis, but it is not improbable that they 
often hit the mark more successfully. Jechiel Lichtenstein is so intimate 
with the ancient thought of his nation that he can follow it in its tortuous 
windings far better than a Gentile. 

W. T. S. 



